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Choosing the right school is one of the most important things that 
parents do. However, parents often lack the information they need to 
fully understand their options and make the best choice. GreatSchools 
Local addresses this problem by combining the knowledge, insights, 
and relationships that local school systems, governments, researchers 
and nonprofits possess with the communications talent, technology 
platform and broad reach of GreatSchools to bring the best school 
information and tools to families.

GreatSchools is a one-stop shop packed 
with services parents can access for FREE 
and information all families need to know 
when selecting a school.
— Regina Williams, Milwaukee parent
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FEATURES

CORE PLATFORM

Our Base Offering allows partners to leverage the 
existing reach and features of GreatSchools, providing 
parents with a community school guide with easy-to-
understand information about how to choose a good 
school and links to schools by location and sector. A 
state and/or local academic quality measurement can 
be featured on all school profiles. Partner co-branding 
is available, and the guide can be focused on an 
individual city or county, or an entire state.

ADDITIONAL MODULES

GreatSchools is the place families turn to when it comes time to find and share 
information about schools in their community. Your community can get more 
relevant school insights when you enhance the GreatSchools Local school directory.

HOW IT WORKS

The Expanded School Guidance module helps parents 
understand how the school choice system works, how to enroll, 
and how to get engaged to find and support local schools (see 
here for example). This includes: 

• Custom, co-branded landing pages with basic information 
about the region

• Content to demystify school enrollment and eligibility 
information

• An optional Community Hot Topics module can provide 
curated content that draws on GreatSchools editorial, national 
and local news, and partner publications specifically targeted to 
a community (example here).

http://www.greatschools.org/california/san-francisco/
http://www.greatschools.org/ohio
http://www.greatschools.org/michigan/detroit/
http://discover.greatschools.org/detroit/
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FAMILY SCHOOL MATCHING

The Enhanced School Directory, Search and Browse module 
provides tools to facilitate family-school matching. Our school 
directory is enhanced for all schools scoped for the project, 
highlighting easy-to-understand ratings and information on school 
quality, programs, and accessibility options. School Profiles 
(example here) highlight school quality data, a 1-10 GreatSchools 
Rating, state or other local accountability ratings as applicable, 
and community reviews (example here). Additional features can 
include advanced search and filter tools to help parents find 
schools that meet their, as well as a guided search process. 
Pending data availability, engaging PreK/Early Childhood Rich 
Profiles can also be created.

OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

Through our experiences working locally, we have found 
direct community engagement to be a critical component 
of reaching families, especially low-income families, with our 
online tools and resources. Thus, GreatSchools Local also 
provides Community Outreach and Engagement Tools that 
help local partners organize parents, partners, and school 
leaders around the use of the GreatSchools Local platform. 

This can include Parent and Community Outreach Support 
as well as a Printable School Guide Tool. There are also 
available tools for an Enrollment Campaign driven by local 
partners with the aim of boosting the number of parents 
accessing applications and enrollment options in each 
community, providing tools such as:

• Email/text outreach for school choice alerts

• Community newsletters about enrollment dates and 
processes

• “Apply Now” buttons that connect school profiles with 
enrollment pathways

http://www.greatschools.org/indiana/indianapolis/597-Mary-Adams-Elementary-School/
http://www.greatschools.org/indiana/indianapolis/3416-Charles-A-Tindley-Accelerated-School/quality/#College_readiness_42
http://www.greatschools.org/delaware/wilmington/schools/
http://www.greatschools.org/delaware/guided-search/
http://www.greatschools.org/delaware/wilmington/154-Calloway-Cab-School-Of-The-Arts/
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GreatSchools Local includes availability of all content in multiple languages, and a 
mobile friendly design, so parents can access tools even without reliable internet 
access at home.

We are excited to partner with 
GreatSchools to provide these valuable 
services to the parents and families of 
Indianapolis. 

These tools will aid parents in selecting 
the best school for their students and will 
also bring them easy-to-access information 
about early childhood education options.

— Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard
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PRICING

The GreatSchools Local platform has already achieved a high level of success 
in the marketplace. Our partners are able to leverage the existing GreatSchools 
reach – to over half of families with children nationally – to engage and better 
serve more local families. This potentially saves our partners hundreds of 
thousands of marketing dollars annually. And since GreatSchools Local 
leverages existing technology, we are able to deliver a functioning product 
quickly while gathering feedback and continuously improving the product. 

Usually, a single entity serves as the lead partner for a GreatSchools Local 
engagement. That lead partner engages with GreatSchools through execution 
of a Memorandum of Agreement, and provides funding for the engagement. 
Funding can be obtained through a variety of sources, including public funding, 
private philanthropy, or sponsorship (while the Local sites are ad-free in most 
cases, we do provide the capability for a sponsorship module to be added).

Throughout the engagement, GreatSchools Local staff works with our partners 
to support them in their fundraising efforts, and to find solutions to sustain the 
site long term.

Additionally, we are able to partner with public entities, such as a state 
department of education or a district. In these cases, we are able to engage in 
required Request For Proposal processes as needed.

Pricing for GreatSchools Local varies depending on scope and the level of 
complexity and customization. The below pricing outlines implementation costs 
for year 1, as well as ongoing annual costs of the GreatSchools Local platform.  

The “Base Offering” is required for GreatSchools Local (see Appendix A for 
details). All other modules are optional and can be added at any time.


