
GreatSchools Local: 

Stronger community 
connections



Because every community is unique and has different school options,  

families looking for a great school need the most relevant and current local school 

information. In the past year, we’ve launched a new program to partner with local 

schools, community organizations, and city agencies to gather and deliver the best 

local school information to families.

GreatSchools Local partnerships combine the strengths of GreatSchools as a  

national media and technology platform with the local knowledge and relationships 

of community groups to bring better information and tools to families, such as:

GreatSchools is a one-stop 

shop packed with services 

parents can access for FREE 

and information all families 

need to know when selecting 

a new school. The best  

part is the staff is always 

available to help, just a  

click or a phone call away.

– Regina, Milwaukee parent

Insights into school climate, including 

issues like safety, cleanliness, teacher 

collaboration and family engagement.

In-depth profiles of area schools,  

including local school ratings, details  

on programs and community insights.

Filters that enable parents to search 

by characteristics such as before- and 

after-school services, transportation 

services, school focus and other criteria.

“Navigating the system” articles that  

provide information about school  

options, district enrollment rules and  

local application deadlines.



In three communities, we are partnering with local organizations to create 

grassroots GreatSchools Local Campaigns that bring our information and support  

to families who need it most. Each of these partnerships — in Milwaukee,  

Indianapolis, and Washington, DC — involve customized local approaches. We 

produce bilingual School Chooser guides for each community to make school 

information more accessible, and we deliver information and services to families 

through community-based GreatSchools staff and collaborations with local partners. 

As we expand GreatSchools Local to other cities, we will use the same approach to 

customize solutions for families, schools and the local community.

Graduates and students from  
schools in Milwaukee

The point, says  

GreatSchools.org, is to  

give parents valuable  

information to help them  

navigate the fast-growing 

public, private and charter 

school options.

- Indianapolis Star,  

 October 8, 2012



Milwaukee

•	 20,000 print School Choosers distributed.

•	 33% of families received information or coaching.

•	 62% of families we reached visited two or more schools.

•	 95% of families we reached applied to one or more  

 higher-performing schools.

Washington, D.C.

•	 20,000 print School Choosers distributed.

•	 47% of families received information or coaching.

•	 65% of families we reached visited two or more schools.

•	 75% of families we reached applied to one or more  

 higher-performing schools.

Indianapolis

•	 15,000 print School Choosers distributed.

•	 18% of families received information or coaching.

•	 Measurements of families visiting and applying to schools  

 in Indianapolis are pending.

Indianapolis is a leader in education. There are many great 

options for parents looking for the right place to send their 

children. The GreatSchools Indianapolis School Chooser 

guide is the best resource available to help them make the 

right decision. 

– Indianapolis Mayor Greg Ballard

2011-2012 School Year


