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The GreatSchools Rating for Washington, DC schools is a simple 
tool for parents to compare schools based on test scores, stu-
dent academic growth, and college readiness (for high schools). 
It is designed to be a starting point to help parents make base-
line comparisons. We always advise parents to consider other 
information on school performance and programs, as well as to 
talk to other parents, visit the school, and consider their child’s 
and family’s needs as part of the school selection process.
For DC schools, the GreatSchools Rating is comprised of three 
sub-ratings for test scores, student growth, and college readi-
ness. This document outlines the methodology for calculating 
the GreatSchools Rating for DC schools. This rating was piloted 
in 2012 and published again in 2013.

Overall GreatSchools Rating

The GreatSchools Rating is a weighted combination of multiple 
sub-ratings. The actual weights of each sub-rating depend on 
the amount of data available per school, as shown below.   

If a school does not have sufficient data for a student growth 
sub-rating or college readiness sub-rating, its GreatSchools Rat-
ing will be based on the available sub-rating data. In the case 
that neither student growth sub-rating nor college readiness 
sub-rating data are available, the GreatSchools Rating will be 
based on test scores alone. At a minimum, a school must have 
test score and student growth sub-ratings in order to receive a 
GreatSchools Rating.    

SUB-RATING #1: TEST SCORES

The test score sub-rating is based on 2013 District of Columbia 
Comprehensive Assessment System (DC-CAS) proficiency rates 
for students in grades 3 through 8 and 10 in math and reading; 
grades 5, 8, and 10 in science; and grades 4, 7, and 10 in writing. 
We start by calculating ratings for each grade and subject tested. 
In order to take into account DC’s lower than average perfor-
mance on national assessments and better align DC’s rating with 
GreatSchools national test score ratings, DC CAS proficiency-

rates have been rescaled such that schools with a proficiency 
rate lower than 20% will receive the lowest possible rating, and 
the remaining scores will be equally divided into 10 parts (1-10 
rating) from 20% to 100% proficiency.  This rescaling process 
translates into the following ratings:

The test score sub-rating for each school is calculated by averag-
ing that school’s ratings for each grade and subject tested. The 
test score sub-rating is on a 1-10 scale and is categorized as fol-
lows: 1-3 = Below Average, 4-7 = Average, 8-10 = Above Average.  

SUB-RATING #2: STUDENT GROWTH

The student growth sub-rating measures how well schools 
contribute to students’ one-year academic gain, taking into ac-
count the students’ test scores from the prior year. The student 
growth sub-rating uses Median Growth Percentile (MGP) results 
in reading and math from the 2011 to 2012 and the 2012 to 2013 
testing periods. MGP data for public and charter schools was 
provided to GreatSchools by the Office of the State Superinten-
dent of Education (OSSE). Looking at MGP helps us understand 
which schools are raising student achievement at higher levels 
than other schools, regardless of the students’ starting point. 
For more information on the MGP, please see this Growth Model 
FAQ (https://pcsb-pmf.wikispaces.com/Growth+Model+FAQ) or 
the complete technical guide (http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/
files/dc/sites/osse/release_content/attachments/DC Schoolwide 
Growth Data Report_0.pdf).

To calculate the student growth sub-rating, we averaged MGP 
results for each grade and subject across two years. This helps 
to improve the year-to-year reliability of these growth mea-
sures. The averaged growth results for each school in a given 
grade/subject combination are then sorted from low to high and 
divided into deciles. The bottom 10% of schools get a rating of 
1, the next 10% get a 2, on up to 10, which indicates the school’s 
result is in the top 10%. For example, a student growth sub-rating 
of 1 means that school’s student growth was in the bottom 10% 
statewide for most grades and subjects tested. The student 
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growth sub-rating for each school is calculated by averaging that 
school’s ratings for each grade and subject.  The following chart 
shows how MGP scores correspond with GreatSchools Ratings 
and rating categories.

The student growth sub-rating is on a 1-10 scale and is catego-
rized as follows: 1-3 = Below Average, 4-7 = Average, 8-10 = 
Above Average. 

SUB-RATING #3: COLLEGE READINESS

The college readiness sub-rating measures participation and per-
formance on college entrance exams and high school graduation 
rates. The overall college readiness sub-rating is the average of 
these two components. If a school does not have sufficient data 
for one of these components, that component is not used in cal-
culating the college readiness sub-rating. For instance, if a school 
has insufficient graduation data, only college entrance exam 
participation and performance information are used to calculate 
the rating. The college readiness sub-rating is categorized as fol-
lows: 1-3 = Below Average, 4-7 = Average, 8-10 = Above Average. 
College readiness sub-ratings are not calculated for schools with 
fewer than 15 students tested. 

College entrance exam participation and performance measures 
schools’ 12th grade SAT and ACT performance and participa-
tion using two metrics: the percent of seniors taking either the 
SAT or ACT and the percent of those test-takers that reached a 
“college-ready” benchmark on those exams. SAT and ACT data 
are from 2010-11 and include results for all students enrolled in 
the fall of their senior year. The College Board has determined 
that the “college-ready” benchmark for SAT is a score of 1550, 
which indicates a 65% likelihood of achieving a B- average or 
higher during the first year of college. Read more at http://sat-
benchmark.collegeboard.org/.  

Similarly, ACT has determined that reaching the following scores 
on each ACT exam is indicative of being “college-ready.” 
•	 English:	18
•	 Mathematics:	22
•	 Reading:	21
•	 Science:	24

Read more about the ACT College Readiness Standards at: 
http://www.act.org/standard/pdf/CRS.pdf.

For purposes of the college readiness sub-rating, GreatSchools 
looked at the percent of test takers that reached any one of the 
above “college-readiness” indicators.  

To calculate the college readiness sub-rating on a 1-10 scale, we 
first rescaled the percent of test takers hitting a college-readi-
ness benchmark to account for schools that scored significantly 
below the national average on the SAT and ACT. Schools with a 
college readiness rate lower than 10% received the lowest rating, 
while schools with rates higher than 60% received the highest 
rating. The remaining scores are equally divided into 10 parts (1-
10 rating) from 10% to 60% college ready. This rescaling process 
translates into the following ratings, with an average Great-
Schools Rating being aligned with national college readiness 
benchmark averages:

We accounted for ACT/SAT participation by calculating decile 
ratings for the percentage of 12th graders who took either the 
SAT or ACT exam, the bottom 10% of schools getting a rating 
of 1, the next 10% getting a 2, on up to 10, which indicates the 
school’s result is in the top 10%.

We then combined those two ratings, weighting the college-
ready ranking at 75% and the participation ranking at 25%. 

The graduation rate sub-rating measures how many students at 
that high school graduate within four years of starting 9th grade. 
Ratings were based on data provided by OSSE on Adjusted 
Cohort Graduation Rates. For more information on the Adjusted 
Cohort Graduation Rates, please see this complete guide. 

To calculate the graduation rate as part of the college readiness 
sub-rating, we rescaled graduation rates to ensure that an aver-
age GreatSchools Rating is aligned with the national four-year 
cohort graduation rate of 78% (National Center for Education 
Statistics), where schools with graduation rates lower than 60% 
received the lowest rating. Rates from 60% to 100% were equally 
divided into 10 parts and given a 1-10 rating. This rescaling pro-
cess translates into the following ratings:
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SCHOOLS DESIGNATED “LOW PERFORMING” BY A LOCAL 

AUTHORITY

If a local authority identifies a school as low performing and 
this designation could result in school closure, it influences the 
school’s GreatSchools Rating. This policy ensures that parents 
have clear information about a school that is at risk of closure 
due to low academic performance. For example, the DC Public 
Charter School Board assigns ratings from Tier 1 (high perform-
ing) to Tier 3 (low performing) to DC charter schools based on a 
Performance Management Framework. Schools that are per-
sistently or significantly low performing (Tier 3) can have their 
charters revoked, resulting in closure. Thus, DC charter schools 
designated as low performing (Tier 3) cannot receive higher than 
a 3 or Below Average GreatSchools Rating. If a Tier 3 school has 
a calculated GreatSchools Rating of 3 or below, its rating would 
not change. If a Tier 3 charter school received a calculated Great-
Schools Rating of 4 or higher, its final GreatSchools Rating would 
be 3. While this rule applies only to DC charter schools at this 
time, it can be applied in other instances where comprehensive 
performance ratings are provided by local authorities.
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