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The GreatSchools Rating for Milwaukee schools is a simple tool 
for parents to compare schools based on test scores, student 
academic growth (for elementary and middle schools) or college 
readiness (for high schools), and school climate. It is designed 
to be a starting point to help parents make baseline compari-
sons. We always advise parents to consider other information 
on school performance, climate, and programs, as well as to talk 
to other parents, visit the school, and consider their child’s and 
family’s needs as part of the school selection process.

For Milwaukee schools, the GreatSchools Rating is broken into 
two parts: the Academic rating (comprised of three sub-ratings 
for test scores, student growth and/or college readiness) and the 
Climate rating (which measures safety and cleanliness, respect 
and relationships, expectations for students, teacher collabora-
tion and support, and family engagement). 
This document outlines the methodology for calculating the 
GreatSchools Rating for Milwaukee schools. This rating was 
piloted in 2012 and published again in 2013. 

Overall Rating

The Overall GreatSchools Rating is a roll-up of the Academic and 
Climate Ratings.  The actual weights of each sub-rating depend 
on the amount of data available per school, as shown below:  

Academic Rating

The Academic rating makes up 90% of the overall GreatSchools 
Rating, which is displayed on a 1-10 scale. For elementary and 
middle schools, the Academic rating is an average of the test 
score and student growth sub-ratings. For high schools, it is an 
average of the test score and college readiness sub-ratings. If 
a school has both middle and high school grades (or all three 
– elementary, middle, and high school grades), the Academic 

rating is an average of both (or all three) applicable sub-ratings. 
If a school does not have sufficient data for a student growth 
sub-rating, its Academic rating will be based on test scores 
alone. However, a school must have either a test score or college 
readiness sub-rating in order to get an Academic rating. 
 

Sub-ratiNG #1: teSt ScoreS

The test score sub-rating is based on fall 2012 Wisconsin Student 
Assessment System (WSAS) proficiency rates for students in 
grades 3 through 8 and 10 in math and reading, and in grades 
4, 8, and 10 in language arts, science, and social studies. WSAS 
results for private schools participating in the Milwaukee Parental 
Choice Program are also included. Only students receiving 
vouchers are required to take the WSAS, although some partici-
pating schools choose to include all students in the WSAS.

We start by calculating ratings for each grade and subject tested. 
The test results for all schools for a given grade/subject combi-
nation are sorted from low to high and divided into deciles. The 
bottom 10% of schools get a rating of 1, the next 10% get a 2, on 
up to 10, which indicates the school’s result is in the top 10%. If 
schools have the same score and these scores overlap from one 
rating decile to another, all of the same-scoring schools get the 
higher rating. A rating is not calculated for school grades where 
fewer than 10 students were tested.

The test score rating for each school is calculated by averag-
ing that school’s ratings for each grade and subject tested. For 
example, a test score rating of 1 means that school scored in the 
bottom 10% statewide for most grades and subjects tested. The 
test score sub-rating is on a 1-10 scale and is categorized as fol-
lows: 1-3 = Below Average, 4-7 = Average, 8-10 = Above Average. 

Sub-ratiNG #2: StudeNt Growth

The student growth sub-rating measures how well schools 
con¬tribute to students’ one-year academic gain, taking into ac-
count prior achievement, selected student demographic fac¬tors 
(gender, ethnicity, and English language learner status), and stu-
dent mobility.  The student growth sub-rating is calculated using 
results from a value-added model.  Value-added data on student 
growth in reading and math is from the fall 2010 to fall 2011 and 
fall 2011 to fall 2012 testing periods.

For more information on the value-added results, please visit 
http://oea.dpi.wi.gov/oea_growth and http://varc.wceruw.org. 

Value-added data for Milwaukee Public Schools and independent 
(non-MPS) charter schools were calculated using a statewide 
model by the Value-Added Research Center (VARC) at University 
of Wisconsin, Madison.  Test score gains for reading and math 
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were also calculated for students at private schools participating 
in the Milwaukee Parent Choice Program. VARC’s methodology 
categorizes schools into five categories based on the school-
wide value-added (VA) estimate on a 0-6 scale, and the associ-
ated confidence interval range. We translate those cat¬egories 
into a 1-10 rating as follows:

Within each value-added category, schools are ranked by 
their VA estimate and divided into equal groups to receive a 
corre¬sponding student growth sub-rating. For example, schools 
that are Above Predicted VA are ranked by their VA estimate 
and split into 2 groups, with the higher group receiving a 9 
and the lower group receiving an 8. Schools that are Within 
Range of Predicted VA are ranked and split into 4 equal groups, 
corre¬sponding to student growth sub-ratings of 4, 5, 6, and 7. 
The student growth sub-rating is categorized as follows: 1-3 = 
Below Average, 4-7 = Average, 8-10 = Above Average. In order to 
improve the year-to-year reliability of the growth measures, 2011-
2012 student growth ratings are averaged with prior year ratings 
when those ratings are available. Student growth sub-ratings 
are not published for schools with value-added results for fewer 
than 10 students. Additionally, student growth information is only 
published for private schools that granted permission to share 
their data.

Sub-ratiNG #3: colleGe readiNeSS

The college readiness sub-rating measures schools’ 12th grade 
scores on the ACT exam, taking into account that cohort’s ACT 
participation rate. Scores are from 2012-13 and include results for 
all students enrolled in the fall of their senior year. GreatSchools 
uses the ACT Index designed by researchers at the Milwaukee 
Public Schools (MPS), who found that students who didn’t take 
the ACT would have scored, on average, 3 points lower than 
those who did. The ACT Index accounts for non-tested students 
as follows: 

ACT Index scores are not calculated if less than five students 
took the exam. Additionally, ACT performance and participation 
information is only published for private schools that granted 

permission to share their data. The remaining ACT Index scores 
are sorted from low to high and divided into deciles. The bottom 
10% of schools get a rating of 1, the next 10% get a 2, on up to 10, 
which indicates the school’s results are in the top 10%. If there 
are several identical values that overlap from one rating decile to 
another, they are given the higher rating. The result is a college 
readiness rating on a 1-10 scale, which is categorized as follows: 
1-3 = Below Average, 4-7 = Average, 8-10 = Above Average. 

Climate Rating

The Climate rating makes up 10% of the GreatSchools Rating for 
Milwaukee schools. It provides insight into five categories (or 
domains) of school climate: safety and cleanliness, respect and 
relationships, expectations for students, teacher collaboration 
and support, and family engagement. It is based on teacher sur-
vey responses from the Milwaukee Public Schools Climate Survey 
from 2012-13. GreatSchools analyzed survey responses to identify 
questions from the survey that aligned to each school climate 
domain. Through a mix of quantitative and qualitative meth-
ods, including factor analysis, expert interviews, and literature 
reviews, we identified three to five research-supported measures 
of school climate from the MPS survey to measure each domain. 
We then administered a survey with those same questions to 
private and charter schools.

Scores for each category were calculated by averaging all 
teacher responses at a school. Scores were then ranked against 
all other schools in our sample for each category. Scores for each 
category were then averaged to create an overall climate score. 
For both the categories and the overall climate score, schools in 
the bottom 20% were classified as below average and schools 
in the top 20% as above average, corresponding to about one 
standard deviation below and above the mean. All others are 
classified as average.

All teacher responses were included in the analysis; however 
results are only published for schools with at least eight respon-
dents or a 50 percent response rate. The number of responses is 
published in conjunction with each school’s Climate rating.
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