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Sorting leaves 
Observations
Most plants have leaves. Many leaves are green. Different plants have different-
shaped leaves. Plants use their leaves to make food, which helps them grow.

Science activity
Color all the leaves green. How are they different from one another? 
Follow the lines to find out the name of each leaf.

Science exploration

grass

rose

horse 
chestnut

oak

nasturtium
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Collect different tree leaves. Place each leaf on a piece of paper and trace 
around it. How are the leaves alike and different?

      Take extra care - ask an adult to supervise you.
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The child learns about the vast diversity in the plant
kingdom. Discuss the various shapes and colors of
leaves. Use the websites to help the child identify some
of the leaves collected. Encourage children who enjoy
art to draw without tracing. 

48 ✩ Sorting leaves 
Observations
Most plants have leaves. Many leaves are green. Different plants have different-
shaped leaves. Plants use their leaves to make food, which helps them grow.

Science activity
Color all the leaves green. How are they different from one another? 
Follow the lines to find out the name of each leaf.

Science exploration

grass

rose

horse 
chestnut

oak

nasturtium

The importance of observational skills in classifying
organisms is illustrated in this activity. Observing an
insect such as a grasshopper, beetle, or ant is an
excellent way for the child to further develop these
skills. 

47 ✩Name that animal
Observations
If you look closely at an animal, you can count how many legs it has. This
helps to tell you what sort of animal it is.

Science activity
Count how many legs each of these animals has, then find that number
below and follow the wiggly line to find the animal’s name.

Science exploration

Have an adult help you collect some insects. Place them in a jar.
Observe how each one moves. How many legs do insects have? Do they
have wings? Do the activity on website 47-1. Watch videos of insects
changing on 47-2.

aphid – 
an insect

tarantula – 
a spider

crab

snail

centipede

no legs

six legs

eight legs

ten legs

more than
ten legs

!

The theme of unity and diversity in life is introduced
through the study of trees, shrubs, and herbs. Ask the
child how these plants differ from one another and
how they are alike. Take the website’s virtual garden
tour together.

50 ✩ Plant shapes and sizes
Observations
There are many different types of plants. Trees have a woody trunk and grow
very big. Some trees produce seeds in flowers while others produce seeds in
cones. Shrubs are plants that have more than one trunk and often have 
flowers. Some plants are small with soft stems. They may have brightly colored
flowers; scientists call these plants herbs. Go to website 50-1 to learn more.

Science activity
Which of the plants below are herbs, which are shrubs, and which are trees?
Draw a line from each plant to the correct name. What do all the plants
have in common?

Science exploration

herb

shrub

tree

The child will see that many seeds can be found in the
fruits of plants. If possible, continue to grow the bean
plant until it produces its own beans. Keep the plant in
a sunny window. This will allow the child to observe
the plant’s complete life cycle. 

49 ✩Seeing seeds 
Observations
Many plants produce flowers. Part of the flower becomes a fruit. Many
types of fruit are good to eat. You often find seeds inside fruits. There are
many types of seeds. When seeds are planted, they grow into new plants.

Science activity
These fruits have been cut in half. Find the seeds, and color them in.

Science exploration
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       The child learns about the vast diversity in the plant kingdom. 
Discuss the various shapes and colors of leaves. 
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