✩

Plant detective
Background knowledge

By using a plant key, you can become a plant detective and discover the
names of different plants. The plant key gives you clues to help identify a
plant. The key shown below is a branching key. Each branch asks a question
that requires a yes or no answer. As you move through the key, you will
discover the name of the plant.

Science activity

Use this branching key to find the names of these fruits.

B ................ C ................ D ........................ E ................ F ................
Start here
Is the fruit round?
No
Yes

A ................

Does it have a
dimpled skin?

Does it have
a stalk?

Yes

Is it large?

Yes

Is it long
and curved?

No

No

Yes

No

It is an
apple.

It is a
grape.

Yes

No

It is a
banana.

It is a
pear.

Science investigation
It is a
grapefruit.

It is an
orange.

Obtain samples of different types of squash. Go
to website 27-1 to help you make your own
branching key to identify them. Use the pictures
on the website if you cannot find squash.
Website 27-2 has more key-reading practice.
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By using a plant key, you can become a plant detective and discover the
names of different plants. The plant key gives you clues to help identify a
plant. The key shown below is a branching key. Each branch asks a question
that requires a yes or no answer. As you move through the key, you will
discover the name of the plant.

Science activity

Use this branching key to find the names of these fruits.

Orange
Apple C ................
Grape F ................
Pear
D Grapefruit
........................ E ................
A Banana
................. B ................
Start here
Is the fruit round?
No
Yes
Does it have a
dimpled skin?

Does it have
a stalk?

Yes

Is it large?

Yes

Is it long
and curved?

No

No

Yes

No

It is an
apple.

It is a
grape.

Yes

No

It is a
banana.

It is a
pear.

Science investigation
It is a
grapefruit.

It is an
orange.

A plant key is called a branching, or
dichotomous, key since there are two choices at
every point. Each question needs to be answered
with a yes or no. It may be helpful for the child
to develop the squash key with 1–2 peers.
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